
Peak Plastic

Scientists have found microplastics in a remote 
lake on Snowdon, the highest mountain in Wales. 
Scientists were surprised to find plastic so far from 
where people live! 

Dr Christian Dunn of Bangor University was 
part of the team. He says it’s “most likely” the 
microplastics arrived in the rain. 

Microplastics are tiny pieces of plastic that are less 
than 5mm. They often break off from larger pieces 
and are tough to see as they’re so small.

So why are people worried about plastic pollution? 
Plastic is not always biodegradable. 

A lot of it ends up in our oceans, where animals 
can mistake it for food and eat it. Wildlife group 
WWF says that 100,000 marine mammals die every 
year from plastic waste.   
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Quick Questions
1.	 How do scientists think the microplastics 

arrived on Snowdon? 

�

�

2.	 Find and copy an adverb that means 
‘difficult’. 
�

3.	 How do you think wildlife groups will react to 
this news? 

�

�

�

4.	 What is the most important information in 
this story? 

�

�

�
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Answers
1.	 How do scientists think the microplastics 

arrived on Snowdon? 
in the rain

2.	 Find and copy an adverb that means 
‘difficult’. 
tough

3.	 How do you think wildlife groups will react to 
this news? 
Accept any answer which refers to the 
story, e.g. I think they will be worried 
as they will not want animals to eat the 
microplastics as they could be dangerous.

4.	 What is the most important information in 
this story? 
Scientists have found microplastics in 
a remote lake on Snowdon, the highest 
mountain in Wales. �
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