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Unusual Olympic Sports Quick Questions

9 Throughout its history, the Olympic Games have held a
18 range of strange and unusual competitions that we no
23 longer take part in today.

1. Find and copy two adverbs which describe how
competitors had to climb up the rope.

34 Rope Climb: Stopped in 1932, this was an event in which
45 competitors had to climb up a rope as quickly and as
53 stylishly as possible. The most impressive winner was
63 George Eyser in 1904, who won gold despite having a
65 wooden leg!

2. Inwhat year did the only Swimming Obstacle
Race take place?

75 Tug of War: At every Olympic Games until 1920, teams

86 of eight men would have to pull their opponents six feet

97 over a line on the floor. The British team, containing lots
106 of police officers, were very good at this event.

. Why was George Eyser's gold medal win the
‘most impressive'? Explain your answer.

114 Swimming Obstacle Race: This event only happened in
124 the 1900 Olympics. Swimmers had to climb over a pole
134 and a row of boats, before swimming under another row
140  of boats towards the finish line.

4. How do these sports compare to Olympic events
we see today?
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Breaking News:
Unbelievable Usain Retires

11 At just 31 years of age, Usain Bolt has retired today
22 from his career as a professional athlete, with the title of
31 ‘Fastest Man in the World securely under his belt.

41 Born in Jamaica in 1986, Usain has loved sport from
52 an early age and spent most of his childhood running in
59 school competitions across the country, winning many
70 medals and titles. By the age of fifteen, Bolt had grown
81 to almost two metres tall, which helped him to stand out
87 amongst competitors of the same age.

94 1n2002, at the World Junior Championships,
100 Bolt became the youngest gold medal
107 winner ever for the 200 metre race.
114 His career began there and he has
119 since earned an astonishing and
123 impressive eight Olympic gold
129 medals. Usain Bolt will forever be
136 known as one of the greatest sprinters
139 of all time.
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Quick Questions

1. Find and copy two adjectives which the author
uses to describe the Olympic gold medals Usain
has earned.

2. In which country was Usain Bolt born?

3. How did Usain’s height compare to other
children of the same age?

4. Sum up what you have read about Usain Bolt in
20 words o less.
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Ozma and the Little Wizard

12 Once upon a time, in the beautiful Emerald City, lived an adored
25 girl called Princess Ozma, who was ruler of all that country, and a
35 little, withered old man known as the Wizard of Oz

45 This little Wizard could do many strange and magical things,
58 but he was a kind man, with merry, twinkling eyes and a sweet
69 smile so, instead of fearing him because of his magic, everybody
71 loved him

82 Ozma wished that all the people who inhabited the pleasant Land

95 of Oz should be happy and contented so one morning she decided to
109 make a journey to all parts of the country to check. She asked the
120 little Wizard to accompany her and he was glad to go.

132 “Shall 1 take my bag of magic tools with me?” he asked.

142 “Of course,” said Ozma. “We may need a lot of
146 magic before we return.”
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Quick Questions

1. What did the Wizard of Oz want to take on the
journey with him?

2. Find and copy three adjectives the author uses to
describe the Wizard of Oz.

3. Why might Ozma and the Wizard need to use
magic before they return?

Write one way that Ozma and the Wizard are
similar and one way that they are different.

Similar:

Different:
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